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OI'ENING SCENARIO AND T I l E S l S  

,411 ass1:1111)1ag~ of \\.eU-lwo\\m arcl~itects IPi7011' Pris, TI~OIII 
Xlayie. Eric 0 w r 1  \lo.;s, Car~rw I'inos, L e 1 h e ~ 1 ~  \Voods. Carl 

' Pruscl~a. Peter boever] g d ~ e r e d  in Cdla i r k  ,lauu:rry 1995 to 
lwlp reflect on future architectural ( a d  social) dirtvtions. 
K:hilt. t11c.y arrived ~~rc:c:isc:ly I ~ w a r ~ s e  colcl-war politic-a1 and 
economic systems were yielding to I I P \ \ I ~ ~  for~ni  of glol~al capit:~l 
Ilow - specitically international cultulnl escha~lgc. a rd  1o11r- 
i su~  - tlwy, lilic ~ilany of LIS, responded most po\\-erlillly to t l ~ c  
i r~t fww 101:al ~ I ~ a r a v t t ~  of C d ~ a  and Ilavana. In addition to thc 
11111sic.. tht- arorllas of .\lojito, and t l ~ e  city-s rhyth~ns. the ~ O I I I I  

ag-eccl with their local hosts that wl~at ruakrs the place 
qllalitativc.ly clistirlc:tive a ~ ~ t l  compelling is that it.- "arc.Iiitc:c:t~~ral . .. . 
espre+mn IS [lot orw tisod style. Imt "incorporate[s] the \\MI: 
range of' possilde architectural optior~s"; i r ~  sl~ort. i t  is tliverse. 
i~~clusive. I~yl~ritl: --Or~e of' the characteristics of Cuhan ar~11it1:c:- 
lure \\.as to 11c \ w v  t:c.ltv:~iv, vr3r)- llesihle ill t l ~ c  receptiori of 
Ii~rei.-l~ ir~ilucr~ces. Thew inllurnccs art. ~ligcsted a11c1 assirriilat- 
rd. \\'Iten the process lasts long r n o ~ ~ g l ~ .  1 1 1 ~  rcwlts can Iw very 
eocltl."' 

Parallel to this pclrticdar sc:c:nc:. our two-part thesis is that. first, 
P W I I  t l ~o r~gh  globalized to l~r is~n doe.- o l ' l i ~  ~ I I V  possibility of new 
111011t.a 01' ~ ~ X C ~ I : I I I ~ . .  it require> critique l w c a ~ ~ s r ~  marly vf its 
c:or~~r~~ocliIiratiorl; and ol?jec.tific:atior~s (lo pw~~ir l t - ly  tllreater~ 
r~ot  orlly (:uhams, hut the \vhole CariLbc-art's 11istirlc.tivt- sense ol' 
plact- a r d  secoutl. that the Caril~brar~ Sca ol'l;:r$ a new 111otlr of 
cornpro~ilise wit11 and rt4stanre to globalized tourism. :tctually 
c l i~ru~~t i r~; .  t h t -  rlorr~inant understantlinp of wnsr  of 111ace as  
centered a d  with a .italh: itferltitv (:I view that Ol!l1I1rh i n  t t l t -  

research literatwr 011 "ailtl~entic" places such as L I I V  \;PI\. 

Mexican Puc:l~los. llcditerranea~l coastal villages. or K h a r t o u ~ ~ ~ ) .  
reldacir~g it witl~ lluiil spaces. lanpape,  al~cl urc:l~itc:c:turt- that 
arc' cicv:er~~ered :111d hybrid. This doubl~. tl~c,sis \dl IIC t1emor1- 
SIIYIIIIII  I I ~  an analysis of  ec:ono~i~ic: a ~ ~ t l  physical tnurisn~ 
planning and d~.sign ant1 tl~rough the postcolonial c:ou~~terpoc.t- 



41 4 ARCHITECTURE, CULTURE, AND THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBALIZATION 

\\a* forth bellin11 -ugnr. li.li. a d  oil rt-ct\l~ort. of soviet union 
petro1~~1111 a1111 11: I998 touri>m W;II I ~ r i n g i ~ ~ g  in more c u r r c y ,  
than sugar. 111 1990. 250.000 wartb jol~s c w r l r ~ t v d  to touris~ii." 

Yet, Ibr all tlrt. lro.-sil)lv I I I I I ~ I I ~ I ~  Iwnc:lit.c of t 1 1 ~  joint ~ I C I ~ O I I S  01' 
g1&1 ~ : o r ~ ) o r a ( i ~ ~ ~ ~ s  awl Ioc.nl groups. a c:ritiqw of international 
I C J I I ~ ~ S I I I  i h  u~iavoi~lal~lt~.  '1'111. r~:s~!i~rcI~ Iit.c~r;~tr~re agrws ~ I I : I I  
g1ol)alixetl to11ris111 Itas I ' I I I I ~  c~sl~c:c:ially I~arr~ll 'i~l iti~pacts on local 
popi11atio11s and pI:tcrs: I )  *'tItv I ~ I ~ I I I I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ; I ~ ~ I I I I  rLfwt" wl1i1~11 .*. 111il111cs the tlevaluatiorr 111' tlw i ~ ~ ~ l i g ~ k ~ ~ o t ~ h  I : I I ~ I ~ I ~ I : ,  tIw I I I O V ~ -  

I I ~ ~ I I I  01' 111at rulturv towar11 ;I I I I I I ~ P  I ~ O I ~ ~ O ~ I ~ I I O I I S  w ( ~ ~ ~ I : I - I I  

IIIIIIII!I.-"' 2) ;tl)l~rol)ri;itio~t at111 ~ ~ I I I I ~ I I I ~ I I I ~ I ' ~ I : ; I I ~ I I I I  of I I IP  1:tnd- 
~ C ~ J ~ I I -  a d  c111111rv of 1111: 1o1d pla(v:s. 3) ~ I I I :  c:re;~tior~ ol' new 
l l i e r a r d ~ i c ~  ol' power a1111 ~~cm-loc-al elitcts. a d  4) c:olillictz: 
a111o11g e c o n o ~ ~ ~ i r  s p v n s  a ~ d  ; I I I I I I I I ~  so~:i:~I-~t~oral values i i n d  

practices. 

-4s to hor~~c~gc~r~iz : r t io~~~ i t  is I I O I  ~~c:c.c~ssil~y I~c.l;ll~or tht. \\toll- 
krto\\n p l ~ c r t o ~ ~ l ~ : r ~ a  ol' star~tlartlixc~tl ;rrc~llitc.ctllrc+ i r ~  \vliic.h tlrr 
foriw a t ~ d  ~tiat~:ri~~ls II:I\Y 1111 s i g ~ ~ i l i ~ x ~ ~ t  I : I I I I I I ( ~ I I I I  to 101:al lie- 
1:11hra1 cm~texts (11. lrm1itio11s. %l ' Ib*  i t  to s;~? t l ~ a t  u11t:tIwr 
resort tlcsign is i l l  t h t .  style, ofirrtt~r~ratior~;~l ~ r ~ o t l c r ~ ~ i s ~ l ~  or post- 

Ecotourisln too is ~~rol)l~vl~atic.. I~rtvrnatio~ial touri.13 interested 
in l o w - i ~ l ~ ~ ~ a c t  tisit- c h r r  to lwal cye r i enc r>  >till pr14'1v 
fandiar star~tlartl~ a r d  I ~ I I > I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~  pi~tttwts. 1'0 rite just one 

At tlic ('ore. touris111 apl)rol".i:~tc~s ;III(I  I Y I I I S I I I I I ~ ~ ~  t l ~ e  natural a d  
c:uItural ~ * I I V ~ ~ O I I I I I ~ I I ~ ~  t11;1t I I IXI I I I I I :LVI  ; I I I ~  s i ~ p p ~ r t r d  \ ~ h t  
attractc.11 OII .  ~o t~ r i s t s  il l  1111: lirst plac:v. tllus t l~r( : ;~ t (?ni~~g Ioci.11 
ways (11' lib-. I-vc.11 witl~ (11,: g11u11 I ~ l ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  of 1111' Cancun- 
Cozurnal rcsorts, ~~rovisic~rl ol' tl~t, (:al114r1 City ir~l'rastructure 
\\-as not eits!. 11 has 11et.11 ;1rpt11+11 111:rt t11c: grwtwt t=nviro11111e11ta\ 
problem \\as rwt I'illir~;: i l l  rlmtgrovc >\vairips fur clc\~?lop~~it:nt 
nor scarping off t c ~ ~ ~ s o i l  to 1111iIt l  t l ~ c .  golf rotlrsc (r(ts111tirrg i l l  

l ~as i~ i s  in tlle rail1 hlrrst tllat irlc:rvastvl ~~tosqui to  I)rclediiig). but 
7 .  

i ~ r l m ~ a ~ i t  labor and scllrattcbr s~:ttIc.~~~ents. I l i t *  i11crr3st:d IT IS^ of 
living. ttsl~oc~ially I~orrsi~~g. ( i ~ r t l ~ t ~ r  ~li.;~~lac:c:tl t111- lowest paid. 
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01'. as 311 C X ~ L I ~ ~ I ~ ~ .  of' cultur;11 ol~jectifcatio~i and ~ w m ~ ~ ~ o t l i l i c w  
tiori. in C;uh there is ir~creasiiiy intere~t i n  tlw i r~l~al~i tar~ts '  
,-\ fl-ic:ar~ a r d  I r~c l i a~~  h e r i t a p ,  i l l  local arts. crafts. and I'olklore, 
especially Sa11teria.l.' \\%at would it niearl for Santeria i~~creas -  
i ~ ~ g l y  to I I W ~ I I I I ~  a tourist attraction. a- are so niany shadow ol' 
earlier spiritual rituals end so nlarly spectades completely 
fahricate~l to cr~tert i~ir~ tor~rists? l'lre clar~gc:r is t11at "l3y I I I ; J ~ ~ I I ~  

[cultural practices] part ol' the tourism pi~ckagr. [they arc.] 
~ I I ~ I I V I I  into a11 cxr~Ii14 a d  p i 1 1  I I I ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ I I I - I !  a11d no Iotrgw I X I I  

lw believed in the \\.a!. Ithry were1 hefore. Tln~s.  coln~~ioditiza- 
tion of [nature and] cultr~re in effect rolls people of the very 
m : a r ~ i r p  I,; w11id1 tlrcy orpar~izv tlwir li~~cs."'"l'r:~~liti~~~~~:~l 
local cultural systems also are displaced arid replaced though 
tlic I'orma of' organization of work i n  resorts. \\'l~ilc loc:als 
usually are given jells at 1111. lower end of the service i ~ i c l u s ~ .  
the demand for more skilled senice personnel results in 
sopliisticatc:tl, 11r1)anized crrrploycrs ~r~ovirrg into t l ~ e  area. .At the 
top. espatriate professionals frequently acquire the 111ost ~lesir- 
a l h  jolrs, generating a Irind ol'internal elite. 111 other cases. new 
hierarchies are formed by etl111ic. p u l l s .  c ~ p ~ l - i a t e s  and local 
l~olitical groups or finawiers and eritrel~reneurs ( i n  Cul~a. 
reinstating a drcitledly rron-soc:ialist I~ic.rarc:l~ic:aI s);iterri)."+ 

OI'course. the most serious shift in social structure is not amon; 
resort employees. 11ut in the gmcral c w r n ~ ~ ~ ~ r r ~ i ~ y .  I'l~c~rci ohen is 
1w1~i0erahIr (:onflirt Ixtween the ~ielv eco~~olnic  order of 
capitalism a d  the traditio~~al local values: ir~crc:asir~gl!., lor:~l 
rr~oral a rd  11olitic:al systcr~~s are replaced. For esample, Negi 
i i d s  that thc 11ro1)lwis ol' tourism based on sea/sun/ses center 
allout the creation of dissatisfac:tiorr an11 resc:nt~~~cnt. errtrer~rl~- 
Iriorlt 01' r~iutual prt~judiws. conflicting inoral 1-alues, crime ard  
anti-social activities. ga~nbling. proztit~rtiorr an11 i1nmor:11 traffic: 
allother stutly l i ~ ~ t l ;  ir~trrc:ast.tl c.rirr~c and diso11eclir111:c. to 
traditior~al autl~orities. as the subortli~rated attempt to ac*Iric.vc: 
\ \ h t  is lleld out a> ciesiral~lc. I)ut r ic t t  attairlaldr under currently 
existing social-economic s t r~~ct~~r t~ . ; . ' ;  

\\%ile the differences bet~veeri ttrtrzc. \vI~o I~ove wl~at is "~iewly 
desirable" and tlrosc. ~vlio (lo not is e~r~pllasizetl in 111any to11ri3t 
exchanges. often csclusion~ litvrally I w t l  to the phrnomena 01' 
gl~ettoizntion. I ~ l e ~ r c ~ .  ' ~ I I I : ~  ( : r i t i (- is~~~ is 1 1 d r  of esclusiw 
tourist %ubblrs' or 'ghettoes'. su1.11 as l i r ~  .la~~~aic:a. the Yucatan 
I'twinsula. or] Antigua's i\lill R e d .  . .  or^ tlw grour~rls that the! 
appropriate= tliv c:hoicvst sitw. esclude non-elite locals ( c w - ~ t p t  

as 111~1iial c:~r~ploy~:c~i) and h i l  to contribute to tlic \\dl-l)c:irrg 01' 
adjacent settlcrnc.~~tz."~~ Ilnwsel!. host powers may act patcr- 
~ialisticauy to scparate Iocds fiom tourist,. as a " ~ ~ ~ e a r ~ s  of' 
protvcti~~g the traditional way 01' lilt: I'rom 'contarni~~atior~' I,! 
tourists." as happens hi thc .\laldivc.s and Cul)a. where the 
gcwernment'? controversial j~olic-y ir~tcmds to protect CuLar~s 
l i o r ~ ~  the social-moral 11ar1113 01' tourists I)!. prol~ihiting C:LI~MIIS 
[lot working at the er~c:lavct resorts (especially \'aratlero and 

(;iverl t l ~ e r  slrilis i n  po\vtSr arid d l r  repliice~l~cwt of local 
syste~ns wit11 those rd international capitalism. it is riot 

conceptually has been see11 as o p [ ~ o ~ i t ( ~  to glol~al homogt-rriza- 
tion. it.-ell i> i r ~  danp.r 01' I w i ~ ~ g  ro-opted 11) tourism. A- ~rott.~l. 
the stronsest psi t ions cwr~tc~riug placelessness, suc-h as ~ I I V  
I I ~ I I ' I I ~ T I I I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ >  of plaw and identit!. describe c.cwtc.rcd and 
stalde traditional en\ironment; Y I I P ~ I  a? 1111. I'rrcl~los or Italian 
II i l l  to\\.r~.- - or. I,(I HtiOnr~ci I i'eja or the llalecoli. I ~ I I L  just this 
aesthetic of tlie ' - au th~~~t iv"  or t11v -'irrdigenous" ia Ilrougl~t into 
t I I C  wnicta 01' glohal tot~rism. ~+hic.Ii seek- and prornotc,. I-wtic 
rcwlnlb such a* the (:aribbran. Tlw r~dtural cwviro~i~~ients 
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Instead 01' atltwpting to opt out o f t l ~ r  I'lows of glolxd c:alrital 
(wl1i1:11 i~seU-cIt+ati~~; i l l  today's glol~alizecl eco~~c l~r~y) .  or to 
opl)osv t l ~ c ~ r t  t h o u g l ~  hostile cu11fro11tation (wltich I : I I I ~  08' 

tourist11 atid cscltanp,  as is *twt by the e w l ~ ~ s i o n s  of Haiti a1111 
Cuba f r o ~ t ~  tI1e systems cA'ilo~v or Srom .l:nnaica-z tlil'1'ic:ulty i n  
agai~l I~ec.orni~rg a c1csir;tl~le destination i~l'ter attacks otr to~rr- 
isls), tnore sul)tlc h r t ~ t s  01' cnesistcr~ce and resistal~w appear to 
ht: c:mtirging in the Caribbean. 111 agrc:c.tnent t \ i t l~  c:u rrerlt 
~ri~jectories ol' politicized thtto~y. the Caribbean tllrorists of' 
c~rwlization co~irel)tualize an i~lclirec~t --dissolution" rathctr tltatr 
a c1irt:c.t conhontatio~r or ileconstructio~~. Specitically, this l i r r v  
id k1rc.e ia found in Etlouard Clissalit'a Caribbmrl Disror~rsr 
(1989) arrtl h & s  ofRrlntiorr (1007) and Patrick Cl~arnoiseau's 
r~uvel. Tcrsaro (1997). Since tlir 'OOs. postcolonial a r d  I;yrlinist 
it~tell~:c:rr~als have beco~trc. more slteptical a11ot11 t11e possibility 
oI' radical oppositior~ to the do~~iinarrt c:ololiial or patriarcl~al 
power. as otlvocated wit11 N e p i t ~ t d ~  and Fa~io~ii.stii. a r~d  ntore 
ptrcepti\:e al)olrt t h  ways that such ratlic.al opposition act~lally 
mimic:s t l~at  d i i c h  it opposes. TIILIS. tactics of opposit io~~ na~uecl 
by (;lissa~~t. i r l  the absence 01' a '-proper" space antl larptage of' 
resistance. arc rust.> and cietours. Glissar~t in his theoritas of 

' cwillizatinn a d  hylwidity and Chatnoiseal~ i l l  l ~ i s  novel T~.ur~co 
outline a I~ortlerlands bet\vcerl Ilirtary ol~posites. a r ~ ~ o d e  ol' 
resistance that is a tl~irtl term betwtvw the absolutes ol' 

tdonizer a rd  wlonized. l3y I ia l t i~~g t l l c t  esralation of challt:r~gtr 
all11 cc~~r~tter-cI~alle~r,vc. thwe theorists ancl \vritcrs escl~ew tlir 
logic of dtjttiilrat~~:tt ;111(1 authority: origirlatirt.r from "below" =.. 
ratltw t l t a ~ ~  imposing thcr~taelves from " o l ~ v c ~ ,  this counter- 
poetics ol' tlil'tkrence oprratcs I)y acceptatice arrtl ir~clusior~. 
rather tlia~i rcjrction and esclwiot~. 7'1tis is the cottr~tt=rlrart i t1  

Ia~~gliage to tlte hyhrid Cul~an architecturr tlrat \v(- noted at tllc 
begi~t~lilrg ( IS  tlie paper. 

Tc.wco recreates tllc clialogics of the (:reole \vorltl tltrougl~ a 
rrlulti-lsycrcd r~atrative \~oiw. I:ollo\ving the conventio~t oC 
trstirrtorlinl narrative. the story 01' the s l iant j*e~\ \~~ 'I'euco. as 
told Iy its Icrltale I b u ~ i d r ~  (RI:~rie-Sophie Lalloriru\) to '-the 
Cltristq' (an urbair j~ la~ i r~w) .  is trarrated 1, hvo fictional r 'I 1'  tors 
(the Iiaitian Ti-Cirirpe and thr \lartinican Uizeat~ dr. (:bani. 

callvtl "l'ltt~ \\old Srratc411.r"). Editors Ti-Cil-icpe a d  0izea11 
dc Cham etnbotly the battle over the hybrid verriacwlar 01 
hlattirrique. Ti-Ciricpe. I~urnanistir irltc.ller.tual antl aclvoc~atr of 
hi,nll wlturr. wants Cat~iblwarl literaq Frcwclt to live up  to a 
universal standard. '-a French ulorcs I:renrh than thc Frcwch."" 
0 i - c i 1 1  tle (:ham, in cwrlra.t. I~elieves in cwolf. as a honiematle 
ven~acular lor a Ilo~nemade \\orlcl. I lis doctrine. "litcrdture in a 
p l ~ w  tl~ar 1)reatIles ia 10 IIP tidie in dive" afiir~r~. a livitig 
lanplage (111 t l ~ v  Itorders of starr~lard French. wlio.se '-t~wc.*ses" 
shoultl 111. prrsrn~ed in litcrdture. llere creole ~ W I -  and creole 
language arc ror14stettt: just as tlit* residents of Te\acw are 
y ra t t iog  o ~ t  the f'ringc~h ( I S  oil giant Te\acw's lard and the city. 
Fort-(l~-F'rar~ce. so the (:rcwlr vernacular i> y u a t t i r ~ g  on the 
fringe- CIS the. I:rertcl~ lartguagc~. +inst the vie\\ ol' t l l c .  

I~icwrchical power., 1111. mirlotity of tlir R ord Scatrher. atid by 
e\tetision, Chawoiseau. vie\\, thv qua t t i r~g  as positi\tl-as a 
1-rwI18 poetics of relat io~~. 




